counteroffensive, having reached Sardis, "they burnt its temples and its sacred groves". Xerxes's, in short, are not only ideas; rather, they seem a detailed project for an expedition. We should assume, in fact, that the preparations were at an advanced stage at the time and that his were not vague ideas of conquest.
Among those called to participate in the meeting only Mardonius, already a valuable adviser, takes the floor to support the project. The others agree. Nobody utters a word. After some time, when conclusions are already been drawn on the principle of tacit approval, "Artabanus, the son of Hystaspes, and uncle of Xerxes, trusting to his relationship", mindful of Darius's failures and aware of the difficulties of such a deed, intervenes to dissuade Xerxes from undertaking the expedition. Xerxes's reaction is very heated:
Artabanus, thou art my father's brother -that shall save thee from receiving the due meed of thy silly words. One shame however I will lay upon thee, coward and faint-hearted as thou art -thou shalt not come with me to fight these Greeks, but shalt tarry here with the women. Without thy aid I will accomplish all of which I spake. For let me not be thought the child of Darius, the son of Hystaspes, the son of Arsames, the son of Ariaramnes, the son of Teispes, the son of Cyrus, the son of Cambyses, the son of Teispes, the son of Achaemenes, if I take not vengeance on the Athenians. Full well I know that, were we to remain at rest, yet would not they, but would most certainly invade our country, if at least it be right to judge from what they have already done; for, remember, it was they who fired Sardis and attacked Asia. (vii, 11) But it does not end here. Thinking it through during the night, Xerxes takes the opposite view. He decides not to wage war against Greece. In the morning he convenes a new meeting and informs all of his decision.
"Men of Persia, forgive me if I alter the resolve to which I came so lately. Consider that I have not yet reached to the full growth of my wisdom, and that they who urge me to engage in this war leave me not to myself for a moment. When I heard the advice of Artabanus, my young blood suddenly boiled; and I spoke words against him little befitting his years: now however I confess my fault, and am resolved to follow his counsel. Understand then that I have changed my intent with respect to carrying war into Greece, and cease to trouble yourselves." When they heard these words, the Persians were full of joy, and, falling down at the feet of Xerxes, made obeisance to him. (vii, 13; my italics) 
